
SPECIAL TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 24, 2020 

Minutes of the Spacial Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
February 24, 2020 at 4:30 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Coz at 4:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Roll Call for Town Commissioners: 
Commissioner Besler 
Mayor Coz 
Commissioner de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlburt 
Vice Mayor MaGruder 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

Roll Call for Planning and Zoning Commission: 
Member Ric Carey Present 
Member David Hutchins Present 
Member Penny Kosinski Present 
Vice Chair Mark Marsh Present 
Alternate Member Neil Hennigan Present 
Alternate Member James Leming Present 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Coz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Town Manager Stevens requested for agenda item #5, regarding declaring an emergency for a certain 
portion of Town due to Beach Erosion, to become item #1, right after public comment. She also requested 
to add an announcement section prior to public comment. Mayor Coz also asked that the synthetic turf 
discussion be the first item under Joint Workshop Discussion Items. 

Commissioner Besler moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Mayor Coz. Motion 
Carried 3-2 with Commissioner de Haseth and Vice Mayor MaGruder dissenting. 

ANNOUNCEMENT- MEETING DECORUM 
Town Manager Stevens advised that this meeting is predominantly a workshop intended for two 
Committees to discuss issues. She further asked for a directive from the Town Commission on the procedure 
for public comment on the Joint Workshop Discussion session. After much discussion, there was a 
consensus to allow public comment for a maximum of2 minutes per person prior to an item being taken up 
during the Joint Workshop Discussion session. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

TOWN COMMISSION ACTION ITEMS 
1. Resolution No. 2020-05: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 

Florida, Declaring An Emergency for a Certain Portion of Town Due to Beach Erosion. 
Town Manager Stevens read her memo, which can be found in the Town Commission Package, 
into the record. She advised Field Observation Repo1is conducted by the Town Engineer can be 
obtained from Town Hall. 
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Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Jim Leider, 6083 Old Ocean Blvd, was one of the affected parties of the beach erosion. He urged 
that all affected parties, including the town, work on a collective solution that would be beneficial 
for all. 

John Shibles, 6201 N Ocean Blvd, was also an affected party of the beach erosion. He voiced his 
concerns that the beach re-nourishment project would not be replenishing enough sand. He 
discussed the changes in the beach in the last decade. He also urged the town to work collectively 
towards a solution to strengthen the homes and replenish the beach. He further noted that there 
was no access for beach equipment. Pictures were added to the record of the current beach erosion 
and the beach status within the last decade. 

Mayor Coz directed Town Manager Stevens and Building and Public Works Director Cameron to 
work with residents on possible solutions. 

Elizabeth Thompson, 6191 N. Ocean Blvd, suggested that the town work with Great Lakes 
Dredging to see if they would be able to replenish sand to the entire town. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, noted that the town owns an easement near Oceanfront Park 
that can be used to get equipment on the beach. 

Allan Waters, 6059 Old Ocean Blvd, reiterated the graveness of the beach erosion damages. He 
stated that the damage to the beach was equivalent to Hurricane Sandy. 

Ted Ritota, 4 Hudson Ave, noted that another issue was dune erosion. He recommended 
replenishing the sand up to steps in order to strengthen the Edith street crossover. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve Resolution 2020-05; seconded by Commissioner 
Besler. Motion Carried 5-0. 

JOINT WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS 
2. Ordinance No. 2019-15: Regulating Synthetic Turf 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

John Zessin, 6029 Old Ocean Blvd, stated that there is no scientific evidence to ban synthetic turf 
and that the ordinance was initiated due to aesthetics. He clarified the polypropylene breakdown 
process and noted it's better than other options. Mayor Coz asked if all turf today is made of 
polypropylene, and Mr. Zessin confirmed. 

Polly Joa, 35 Hersey Drive, noted that studies from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported that MRSA was more likely to 
spread in natural grass than synthetic turf. She also commented that manufacturing requires 
compliance of handling, distribution, and disposal. 
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Peter Burling, 7 Osprey Drive, voiced the importance of communication with elected officials. He 
further stated that the ordinance on synthetic turf was an oven-each and that the issues presented 
by residents should be addressed. He offered his ordinance as a compromise for the Town 
Commission to take into consideration. 

Jean Burling, 7 Osprey Drive, recommended that the ordinance be brought back to Planning and 
Zoning for redrafting. She suggested that the town inquire with the Town of Lantana on how their 
experience has been with their synthetic turf ordinance. She stated that the ordinance lacks proper 
definition to be able to interpret the ordinance. 

Arthur Ziev, 9 Osprey Drive, stated that the majority of residents do not agree with the ordinance. 
He further stated that the environmental concerns lack evidence and the ordinance was being led 
by a small group of people. A presentation was added to the record showing different yards with 
natural grass and synthetic turf. 

Barbara (Britt) Flanagan, 5556 N. Ocean Blvd #SA, stated that ordinances can be considered 
infringements on homeowner's rights, but they aim to ensure health, safety, and welfare of the 
community as a whole. She further stated that synthetic turf needs to be regulated because there 
was not enough scientific evidence to show that artificial turf was safe for the community. 

Janet Schjins, 111 Dolphin Bend, stated that the issue was pushed by aesthetics and fear, and stated 
that notification should not be needed to install. She fmiher stated that synthetic turf was safer than 
natural grass and urged the Commission to vote in favor of the majority of the taxpayers. 

Mayor Coz asked about the intent for drafting the proposed ordinance. Planning and Zoning 
Commission Member Carey stated that the intent was to put an ordinance in place to regulate 
synthetic turf because there was none in place. He further stated that ordinances from similar 
jurisdictions were reviewed and staff input was taken into consideration. He asked the 
Commissioners for a directive on the ordinance. Mayor Coz noted that the proposed ordinance 
piggybacked off the Town of Lantana's ordinance, which was not as restrictive as the one 
proposed. 

Commissioner de Haseth applauded the Planning and Zoning Commission for all the effort and 
time spent working on the synthetic turf ordinance. She apologized for any ill comments received 
due to the ordinance. Planning and Zoning Member Carey mentioned that all Planning and Zoning 
meetings are open to the public and encouraged everyone to attend to provide input on any item. 
Mayor Coz suggested changing the times of the Plaiming and Zoning Commission meetings. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that that Town has numerous ordinances that are based on aesthetics, 
such as placement of chain-link fences. He further stated that the aim is to find standardization in 
the community for artificial turf. 

Mayor Coz discussed the ordinance drafted by resident Peter Burling. Plaiming and Zoning 
Member Kosinski stated that there were numerous ordinances in the code that can be perceived as 
infringing on homeowner' s property rights. She commented that synthetic turf has become a 
divisive issue, and that all the ordinances were designed to regulate the town and its residents. She 
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further commented that the law of unintended consequences has to be taken into account when 
providing for guidelines. She informed that property values were guided by the ordinances in place 
within a community. Mayor Coz stated that the ordinance produced by resident Peter Burling 
provides regulations regarding the quality of the synthetic turf installed. 

Commissioner de Haseth stated that the proposed ordinance was intended to be a compromise to 
allow synthetic turf to an extent, and asked input from all Commissioners and Planning and Zoning 
members. 

Planning and Zoning Member Hutchins stated that the drafting of the ordinance was driven by 
aesthetics of how the community should look based on meetings. He further stated that there were 
compelling arguments for both sides. He concurred with Vice Mayor MaGruder that a standard 
synthetic turf should be in place. Commissioner de Haseth asked if he would be in favor of passing 
an ordinance to regulate synthetic turf. Planning and Zoning Member Hutchins stated that a broad 
regulation should be put in place to allow homeowner's options of what to do with their property. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder read the whereas clause from the ordinance into the record. Planning and 
Zoning Commission Vice Chair Marsh noted that the ordinance aimed to put something in place 
because there was nothing in the town's code to regulate synthetic turf. He further noted that the 
intentions were not to ban it, but to provide standardization for synthetic turf such as the provisions 
for fences, sheds, and signs. He commented that the health and safety of the community was being 
considered when drafting the proposed ordinance. 

Mayor Coz stated that the comments dissenting the ordinance were not intended to be personal 
attacks for Planning and Zoning Members. Planning and Zoning Member Carey asked for a 
directive from the Town Commission on what elements should be included in the ordinance if a 
decision was made for the ordinance to be redrafted. He clarified that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission was solely a recommending body for the Town Commission, and that all the best 
efforts were made in the original drafting of the ordinance and any input would be considered for 
the redrafting. 

Planning and Zoning Alternate Member Hennigan stated that artificial turf is not permitted, per 
state regulations, on the swale or the drain field. He stated that his preference is for uniformity and 
for synthetic turf not to be seen from the public right of way. He informed that older homes may 
have their septic tank in their backyards which was not preferred by the Health Department, and 
that the proposed ordinance allows residents to put synthetic turf on a portion of their back yard. 

Planning and Zoning Alternate Member Leming stated that a common ground needs to be found 
for both sides, and that aesthetics needs to be taken into account when discussing the community. 

Planning and Zoning Member Carey asked how far synthetic turf should extend if allowed to be 
installed in the front of homes. Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that he has no preference if allowed 
on the front yard; however, it should be properly screened and a barrier installed for the swale. 
Town Manager Stevens noted that an unintended consequence, if synthetic turf was allowed in the 
front yards, would be that many residents would install walls, fences or tall hedges around their 
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homes. Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey stated that the visibility of homes needs 
to be preserved. 

Mayor Coz asked for the next steps. Commissioner Besler stated that aesthetics should not be 
considered when drafting and that ifthere were no environmental or health concerns then synthetic 
turf should not be limited. He suggested categorizing synthetic turf as a blight issue. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Alternate Member Hennigan commented that the septic system, 
for the properties with synthetic grass, was under the synthetic turf which is not allowed by the 
Health Depmiment standard. Commissioner Besler concurred. Commissioner de Haseth noted that 
if an ordinance had been in place to regulate synthetic turf, then staff would have been able to 
better advise the homeowner prior to installing the synthetic turf. Mayor Coz stated that synthetic 
turf cannot be placed under septic tanks unless a variance is granted by the State's Health 
Depaiiment and that the installing company failed as they should have known the regulation. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Member Hutchins mentioned that irrigation should be 
discussed, and asked who would need to install moisture sensors and rain shutoff switch 
equipment. Commissioner de Haseth responded that it would apply to new builds or anyone that 
does more than 50% work on their home. 

Commissioner de Haseth discussed the various informational sessions she attended to learn about 
best practices for landscaping. She informed that a Professor from the University of Florida, who 
serves as the local coordinator for Florida Landscaping and Native Canopy Education Program for 
the County, pointed her to the Florida Friendly Landscape Pamphlet. She introduced the Florida 
Friendly Landscape Legislation Pamphlet, which states that synthetic turf is not considered a 
Florida Friendly product. She noted that community standards were shared guidelines that define 
the look and feel of the community, and stated that high community standards help maintain and 
increase prope1iy values. 

Commissioner Hurlburt stated that her approval for the regulations on synthetic turf were based 
on environn1ental and health concerns. She informed that synthetic turf would destroy the 
organisms underneath. She stated that the proposed ordinance was a compromise because it would 
allow residents to install synthetic turf in their side or backyards as long as it is hiding from public 
view. She commended the Planning and Zoning Commission for their effo1is in drafting the 
synthetic turf proposed ordinance. She was in favor of the proposed ordinance. 

Commissioner Besler asked for clarification on the heat transfer from the Florida Friendly 
Landscape Pamphlet. Commissioner Hurlburt clarified that synthetic turf would increase the heat 
in Florida landscape which will kill the organism below the turf. 

Commissioner Besler stated that the ordinance was originally drafted based on aesthetics and not 
enviromnental concerns. He further stated that the research provided from residents demonstrates 
that synthetic turf is not an environmental concern, and therefore he did not agree with the 
proposed ordinance. Commissioner Hurlburt commented that her focus was on the health of the 
ecosystem. Commissioner de Haseth listed all that synthetic turf fails to do, such as filter 
pollutants, reduce storm water runoff, create oxygen, no wildlife potential, etc. Commissioner 
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Besler mentioned that California, who is a leading environmentally regulated state, allows 
synthetic turf and even provides rebates to install it. Commissioner Hurlburt stated new studies 
have shown the environmental concerns and some cities within California have stopped the rebate 
program for synthetic turf based on those studies. Commissioner Besler reiterated that the 
ordinance was originally drafted based on aesthetics and not environmental concerns. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey restated that the intent was to put a regulation 
in place because there were no regulations or provisions for the installation of synthetic turf, and 
other municipalities synthetic turf ordinances were researched. He was in favor of moving forward 
with the proposed ordinance. Planning and Zoning Commission Member Hutchins stated that 
consistency of the product needs to be addressed. Town Manager Stevens stated that the proposed 
ordinance already discusses uniformity of synthetic turf. 

Mayor Coz asked if artificial turf would be considered part of the 35% open space. Commissioner 
de Haseth stated that it would be considered part of the 35% because it is permeable. Mayor Coz 
discussed how the height restrictions in the proposed ordinance would prevent putting greens from 
being installed. Town Manager Stevens stated that putting greens will be allowed if approved by 
the Building Official. Mayor Coz stated that the Building Official should not be put into that 
predicament to deny a permit for a putting green, and suggested that wording was included that 
synthetic turf cannot go over the septic tank or the drain-field because of Health Department 
standards. He further stated that if a permit for a putting green is denied then the resident would 
have to obtain a variance. He also discussed the amortization clause. Town Attorney Shutt stated 
that he would have to make an administrative change to the amortization clause to specify that 
only non-compliant synthetic turf would need to comply within 10 years. 

Mayor Coz stated that the definition of"visually level" needs to be addressed. Planning and Zoning 
Commission Member Carey stated that the wording was there for uniformity. 

Mayor Coz questioned why a permit would be required when a permit was not required to install 
sod. He noted the difference of field turf and residential turf. Commissioner de Haseth stated that 
it will allow the town staff to guide the resident and it will help with the uniformity of synthetic 
turf. Commissioner Hurlburt and Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey concurred. 

Mayor Coz commented that there was no definition for side yard. Town Planner, Corey O'Gorman, 
responded that a side yard is interpreted to be the wall of the side of the house to the lot line. 

Mayor Coz asked how the 25% was derived in the proposed ordinance. Planning and Zoning 
Commission Member Carey responded that the 25% was derived by taking into consideration the 
pool, pool deck, generator pad or any developed area that the homeowner may have on side or rear 
yard besides the home. Town Attorney Shutt clarified that the 25% is inclusive of the entire area 
of the side and rear yard minus the footprint of the main structure. He briefed that the number was 
derived because 25% was an estimate of the remaining percentage of greenery left after the pool, 
pool deck, or other developments were made. Planning and Zoning Commission Alternate 
Member Hennigan proposed a scenario to demonstrate that the homeowner will build to maximize 
its lot usage. 
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Mayor Coz voice his preference for a compromise to be made or for the ordinance to be redrafted. 
He commented that the ordinance should be changed to allow synthetic turf without a maximum 
limit with the condition that it was not seen from the public right-of-way. Planning and Zoning 
Commission Member Carey stated that a consequence of allowing it anywhere on the property 
would cause many homeowners to screen their properties and would develop a closed off 
community. He emphasized the importance of having an open community. Planning and Zoning 
Commission Vice Chair Marsh concurred, and mentioned that other coastal communities have 
similar ordinances in place to help uphold the property value and the aesthetics of their town. He 
stated that the Ocean Ridge community should be preserved and any person who wants more than 
the ordinance allows can apply for a variance. He further stated that an ordinance can be revised 
and updated when needed. Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey concurred. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked for procedures on moving forward. Town Manager Stevens stated 
that a decision would have to be made of how to move forward with the ordinance. Commissioner 
Hurlburt stated she is in favor of the proposed ordinance since it was a compromise. 

Town Attorney Shutt advised that another administrable change that would have to be made to the 
ordinance would be to delete the clause regarding the variance process. He stated that the ordinance 
would go for second reading at the March Town Commission meeting unless it was directed for 
redraft. There was a consensus to continue with the proposed ordinance as written except for 
the administrative change regarding the amortization clause and the variance process clause 
for second reading at the March meeting. 

Mayor Coz called for a five minute recess at 6:32 p.m. The Town Commission reconvened at 6:37 
p.m. 

3. Code Amendments Regarding Accessory Structures / Sheds 
Town Attorney Shutt gave an overview of the situation, and stated that the code was being 
reviewed since there were existing sheds within setbacks. Planning and Zoning Commission 
Alternate Member Hennigan stated that the town should solidify the code in regards to sheds. He 
further stated that ordinances from different municipalities were researched in order to create one 
for Ocean Ridge. Town Manager Stevens noted that the ordinance also discusses accessory 
structures, such as dune crossovers. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Member Hutchins stated he is in favor of the ordinance 
presented and commended Planning and Zoning Commission Alternate Member Hennigan on all 
the work he performed on the drafted ordinance. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Carol Besler, 5906 Old Ocean Blvd, voiced her concern for dune crossovers that were not attached 
to homes as they can be easily obtained by anyone. Town Attorney Shutt stated he became aware 
of this issue recently and stated that it needs to be addressed. He further asked the Town 
Commission for a directive. 
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Commissioner de Haseth asked if the proposed ordinances would be strong enough to protect 
against anyone using the dune crossover for commercial use. She stated that the Ocean Ridge 
properties need to be protected from being used for commercial purposes. 

Town Attorney Shutt noted that the selling of properties cannot be regulated, but what can be 
regulated is how the property can be used or what can be built on it. Commissioner de Haseth 
referenced the proposed ordinance and the language that would limit the commercial use. Town 
Attorney Shutt stated that dune crossovers would have to be reviewed and addressed in the body 
of the ordinance. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Member Kosinski asked if the town can prevent homeowners 
from separating the dune crossover from the dwelling unit. Town Manager Stevens advised that 
there were existing dune crossovers already separated. Town Attorney Shutt stated that the 
ordinances need to be strengthen for the future, but existing cases should be addressed. 

Member Kosinski asked how the town can protect the dune crossover from being used for 
commercial purposes. Town Manager Stevens stated that the town already does not allow 
commercial use under zoning regulations. Town Attorney Shutt concurred and noted that in the 
future the unity of title will be required with the permit in order to use the dune portion to calculate 
the Floor Area Ratio. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked ifthere were ordinances in place to require a unity of title for the 
dunes crossovers. Town Attorney Shutt stated that it will be addressed in the Coastal Construction 
Control Line ordinance. Mayor Coz stated that dune crossovers should have a standalone 
ordinance. Town Attorney Shutt clarified that it was in the Coastal Construction Control Line 
ordinance because that is where it applies. 

Commissioner Besler asked how Palm Beach County ordinances affect the Town. Town Attorney 
Shutt explained that the County ordinances preempt local ordinances. 

Commissioner Besler pointed out that an accessory structure cannot be built unless a dwelling unit 
is in place. Town Attorney Shutt stated that unless connected by unity of title, there might be two 
parcel numbers. Commissioner Besler mentioned a scenario where a homeowner was selling their 
dune crossovers. 

Mayor Coz suggested that any recommendation be made once the Coastal Construction Control 
Line is presented. He further noted a scenario where the dune property is owned by a homeowner 
and the home is not adjacent to the dune. Town Attorney Shutt stated that the current code would 
not allow for anything to be built on the dune unless the dwelling unit is adjacent to the dune. He 
noted that it was done in the past though. 

Commissioner de Haseth suggested to change the proposed ordinance to include language that a 
unity of title would be required for a permit to be issued to build. Mayor Coz concurred and stated 
that it should be allowed for homeowners that live near the dune to be able to build on it. 
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Town Attorney Shutt advised that the ordinance needs to provide the information of what can be 
allowed and what would be tied together. A question to be answered is how far from the property 
can someone own a dune parcel. Planning and Zoning Commission Member Kosinski asked for 
clarification. Town Attorney Shutt stated that the current ordinance would not allow anyone to 
build on the dune unless tied to an adjacent dwelling unit and a unity of title would be needed to 
allow a dune crossover to be built. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked about the graveness of the issue. Town Attorney Shutt stated that 
the word "adjacent" can be removed and other verbiage added of how far the dwelling can be from 
the dune. 

Mayor Coz asked how the dimensions are calculated. Building and Public Works Director 
Cameron stated that it is consistent with the previous ordinance and provides for landscaping 
accommodations. Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey commented that the 
dimensions within the ordinance were standards. 

Mayor Coz asked about the anchoring requirement. Building and Public Works Director Cameron 
stated that anchoring was a requirement through the manufacturing. There was a consensus to 
add an anchoring requirement to the ordinance. 

Mayor Coz asked for clarification on the meaning of "other dwelling unit". Town Attorney Shutt 
responded that it could be any unit from a multifamily to a single family. 

Mayor Coz asked for clarification on seawall. Town Attorney Shutt stated that the section 
referencing seawalls was existing. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked if the ordinance would allow the shed in the dune crossover area. 
Building and Public Works Director requested to add the word column to "walls, columns, and 
fences." 

Planning and Zoning Commission Member Kosinski asked if"no less than" would be the same as 
"at least." Town Attorney Shutt stated that it was the same. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked if any changes to the ordinance would help with the litigation 
within the town. Town Attorney Shutt stated that it would not. 

4. Code Amendments Regarding Signs 
Town Attorney Shutt briefed the Town Commission that the Supreme Court decision in 2016 invalidated 
the town's code in regards to temporary signs, and he stated that many other jurisdictions were also 
changing their codes to comply with the court's decision. He further stated that the proposed ordinance 
included directives from the Planning and Zoning Commission Members. 

Town Manager Stevens displayed the possible different sizes that temporary signs could be. Town Attorney 
Shutt commented that a small sign might impede on a homeowner's free speech rights. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey stated that the process was halted because Planning and 
Zoning Commission members preferred for the temporary sign size to remain the same as the current sizes. 
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He further informed that the current sign code cannot be enforced since the town's temporary sign code 
was invalid. He was in favor of the small real estate signs. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked if the temporary sign was inclusive of open house signs. Town Attorney Shutt 
stated that it was. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey asked if there was a definition of "tempora1y sign". 
Planning and Zoning Commission Member Kosinski used an example of a "For Sale" sign on a property 
for three years. 

Commissioner Besler asked about the daily sign permit. Commissioner de Haseth stated that the town has 
a sign permit requirement for tempora,y signs. 

Mayor Coz asked if there may be any conflict of interest if any of them know a real tor. Town Attorney 
Shutt stated that there was no conflict of interest because it would be town wide and would not impact one 
individual. 

Planning and Zoning Commission Alternate Member Hennigan asked if the size can vary based on context. 
Town Attorney Shutt stated that there was no way to differentiate. Planning and Zoning Commission 
Alternate Member Hennigan asked about putting a limit on the amount of signs and only allowing a variety 
of signs. Town Attorney Shutt stated that the option can be reviewed. Commissioner de Haseth concun-ed 
with Planning and Zoning Commission Alternate Member Hennigan, and suggested that the temporaiy sign 
size vaiy based on the timeframe that it will be posted. Planning and Zoning Commission Member Kosinski 
concurred. Mayor Coz stated that the suggestion would cause for content orienting. Town Attorney Shutt 
stated that it would not be based on the content of the sign but rather the expectancy of the sign to be posted. 

Commissioner de Haseth stated that a new permit fee can be charged after 6 months to extend the sign 
permit. Town Attorney Shutt stated that there would be no permit fee paid for signs because "For Sale" 
signs and election signs would be treated alike. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that all municipalities are going through their own issues and developing their 
own ordinances for tempora1y signs. Town Attorney Shutt stated that the town can make its own ordinance 
as long as it takes into account free speech rights. Commissioner de Haseth would like to direct staff to 
review having sign size be based on time frame, but not allowing many signs on a property. Planning and 
Zoning Commission Member Kosinski asked to review the Gulfstream ordinance in regards to tempora1y 
signs. Planning and Zoning Commission Member Carey asked to view the Town of Palm Beach ordinance 
for tempora1y signs. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Carol Besler, Vice President of the Ocean Ridge Garden Club, 5906 Old Ocean Blvd, stated that the Garden 
Club places sign throughout the Town to promote their events, and she urged the Town Commission to 
consider them when discussing the sign code. Town Manager Stevens stated that past signs for the Garden 
Club events were allowed to be bigger than the town ' s code because the Town Commission approved it. 

Mayor Coz directed Town Attorney Shutt to review the ordinance based on directions given. Planning and 
Zoning Commission Member Hutchins asked the Commission their size preference. Mayor Coz stated that 
he would prefer the one foot size. Commissioner de Haseth stated her preference is for different sizes for 
different time frames. There was a consensus for the ordinance to return to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission for further drafting. 
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5. Open Discussion/ Commissioner Comments 
Planning and Zoning Commission Member Kosinski thanked the Town Commission for their time 
in discussing these issues. 

Commissioner Hurlbuti commented that the discussion between boards is important for directions 
and to preserve and protect Ocean Ridge. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Town Clerk Armstrong, and adopted by the Town Commission on April 6, 2020. 
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